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              In Memory                                         

 Legionnaire Mickey Gonzalez  
            2/2/1940-10/17/2020 

 
We are saddened to report that we received word that Comrade Mickey 

Gonzalez,USAF  Vietnam Veteran, passed away and transferred to the 

Post Everlasting in October 2020.  

Please keep the Gonzalez family in your thoughts and prayers. 

            In Memory 

  Legionnaire William  "Bill" Best 

           10/1/1927-12/12/2020 

 

We are saddened to report that Comrade William Best, US Navy 
WWII Veteran, passed away and transferred to the Post Everlasting 
on December 12, 2020. 

Please keep the Best family in your thoughts and prayers. 
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 Commander’s corner 

Barry Blount 

Post Commander 

Below,  are the officers we elect annually, and 
their duties as submitted by Larry Strayer Post 555 
Judge Advocate:  

 

Post Commander: 

Entrusted with the supervision of the duties of all 
other officers of Post 555  

Presides at Post meetings and controls agenda  

Be familiar with the policies and traditions of Post 
555 and the American Legion. 

Responsible for the supervision of Post Officers – 
builds a Team 

Ensures Legion Programs are moving forward 

Enforces Post Constitution and By-Laws 

Coordinates with Auxiliary, S.A.L. & Riders 

Communicates with community leaders 

 

1st Vice Commander: 

Primary concern is membership 

Be familiar with ceremonial protocols for regular 
meetings 

Vice Commander must be ready to fill in for the 
Commander upon a moment’s notice 

Create the written Membership Plan 

Chairs Post 555 membership committee 

Makes a membership report at all meetings 

Performs other duties as needed 

 

2nd Vice Commander: 

Must be ready to promote Post 555  

Provide programs that spice up the meetings and 
attract attendance 

Plans Post activities 

Patriotic observances 

Entertainment 

Speakers for meetings 

Concerned with the welfare of all fellow veterans 

Performs other duties as needed 

 

Board of Trustees: 

Have jurisdiction over and supervise the function-
ing of a House Committee 

Assures Post 555 is adequately insured (property 
and casualty) at all times 

With the Finance Committee, be charged with the 
development and administration of the financial 
policy of Post 555  

Reviews the annual budget prepared by the Post 
Finance Officer and Post Commander 

Generally supervise the receiving, disbursing and 
accounting of all funds of Post 555  

Receives and hold all bonds of Post 555 Officers. 

Post 555 Bylaws require officers to be elected annually. Every member of The 
American Legion Matthew Blount Post 555  in good standing shall be eligible to 
hold office in this Post, subject to political exclusions included in the Bylaws . Ad-
ditional requirements include: Having integrity, being a leader, showing initiative 
and having a positive attitude. Also, the 2nd Vice Commander must do (and enjoy) 
the planning of social events. 
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1st Vice’s Comments 
Jeff Monday 

1st Vice Commander 

During the January Membership Meeting, we had the pleasure of meeting Conner McDonald who is pursuing 

his Eagle Scout. As his project he has chosen to install a sorely needed flagpole in front of our Seniors Center, 

which is the location of the regular meeting of Post 555.  Second Vice-Commander  and I interviewed Conner 

and felt  he has done all the preparation work to make his project a success. See Nancy Waller’s excellent 

article below.  Jeff 

 
 

Conner McDonald’s Eagle Scout Project 

As some of you may know, several months ago, Post 
555 became a sponsor for Boy Scout Troop 404.  
With this being 
said, Commander 
Blount was con-
tacted by a young 
man by the name 
of Conner McDon-
ald who wanted to 
install a 30’ flag-
pole near the Pel-
ham Senior Cen-
ter.  Since this is 
something that 
has been request-
ed and needed 
since the incep-
tion of Post 555, 
Commander Blount’s reply was a quick “Yes, sir”, 
and Conner got the wheels in motion. 

 

Conner met with City of Pelham (and Post 555 mem-
ber) Mayor Gary Waters and received the Mayor’s 
approval to place the flagpole at the Pelham Senior 
Center.  Conner also spoke with the City Engineer to 
be sure to follow all required guidelines set by the 
City of Pelham. 

 

Commander Blount invited Conner to address the 
Post members during the January 14, 2021 General 
Membership Meeting to present his Eagle Scout Pro-
ject.  Conner stated that the total project would cost 
$3,500 which included the 30’ flagpole, flag, concrete 
base, and 24-hour lighting.  He gave a very profes-
sional and comprehensive briefing to all of us prior to 
First Vice Commander Jeff Monday starting to “pass 
the hat” for any Post members to donate if they so 

choose.  At the end of the meeting, First Vice Com-
mander Monday announced that Post members had 
donated a total of $450 toward his goal of $3,500, 
and Conner came to the podium and thanked every-
one from the bottom of his heart.  A wonderful and 
appreciative young man. 

 

I called Conner a few days ago and found out that he 
has a “GoFundMe” site that I would like to offer if an-
yone reading the newsletter feels they would like to 
contribute to Conner’s project. 

 

gf.me/u/zgrq44 

 

Conner’s goal is to have his Eagle Scout Project 
completed by May 31, 2021, a wonderful tribute for 
Memorial Day.  If you know of anyone outside the 
Post who might want to help out Conner, please 
share the GoFundMe link.  Maybe even someone’s 
company might be interested, so ask around.  Let’s 
see if Post 555 members can come through to make 
this project a reality.  Thank you all!!! 

Nancy J. Waller 

Second Vice Commander 

 



 

  2nd Vice Commander/   
Events Coordinator 
  Nancy Waller 

 

Not too much has been happening lately, so 
let’s hope that 2021 enables us to get back out 
into the community with some flag replacement 
ceremonies, awards ceremonies in Shelby 
County schools, and just plain get back to be-
ing the fun and active Post that we have been 
(except for 2020…..). 

 

On a negative note, the Pelham High School 
Oratorical Contest was canceled due to lack of 
participation.  Richard Kaster was in constant 
contact with his main contact at the high school 
and it really seemed that she bent over back-
wards to try to get her students to apply to par-
ticipate, but no such luck.  I think both she and 
Richard thought that the situation with COVID-
19 being so restrictive got in the way and stu-
dents just didn’t want to be involved.  What a 
shame.  This was going to be my first year to 
be involved in this event and I was excited 
about being the moderator, but hopefully I will 
get another chance next year. 

 

Bill Blank and I talked on the phone this week 
and he had some great suggestions to re-
energize the Events Committee.  We have not 
had a need to meet (since there were no 
events to discuss) but Bill suggested getting a 
group together of Post 555 members who 
would really like to be involved in the inner 
workings of our events and start looking at the 
events for 2021.  We are looking for several 
Post 555 members to be a part of the commit-
tee, and hope that some of the members from 
the past few years will return as well.  If anyone 
is interested, please let Bill Blank or me know.  
We are hoping to find a location for a meeting 
on Thurs., February 18, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to 

see what we would like to do this year.  Bill 
Blank’s cell and my cell are both listed in the 
monthly Membership Directory that Adjutant 
Ron Koonce sends out so give us a call if you 
are interested.  Come one; come all!! 

 

One last item of interest; there is another article 
in this newsletter about a young man in Boy 
Scout Troop 404, Eagle Scout Conner McDon-
ald, who is starting his Eagle Scout Project to 
install a flag pole near the Pelham Senior Cen-
ter.  Please be sure to check-out this article!! 

 

Take care to all of my fellow Post 555 mem-
bers, and please do the best you can to stay 
healthy and happy and keep the COVID-19 
“monster” away from you!!!  Love you all and 
thank you for your service to our great country. 
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ADJUTANT’S AREA 

 Ron Koonce 
Adjutant 
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Welcome New member to Post 555 

in January: 

John Tompkins – US Navy 

Time flies when you are having fun.  We are already mov-

ing into the second month of 2021 which means we begin 

to prepare for the 2022 fiscal year beginning on July 1, 

2021.  

The nominating committee has been defined and have 

begun working on the election slate for the 2021-2022 

officers.   Nominations will be finalized at the March meet-

ing; elections will take place at April 2021 meeting with 

the installation of officers at the May meeting.   

If you are interested in a leadership or committee position 

contact Judge Advocate, Larry Strayer at 205-427-3560 . 

The Post can never have to many people that want to get 

involved in Post operations.   

2021 renewals are slow in coming. The membership year 
2020 is in the past as of . January 1, 2021. If you have 
not renewed your membership, you need to renew as 
soon as possible to retain your membership continuous 
years and your American Legion benefits especially any 
type of insurance. They are only valid as long you are in 
good standing with your membership.  
 

Out of 264 members on the roster, only 184 have re-

newed for 2021. Our target is 258 2021 paid members by 

end of March 2021. 

I have confidence in the membership that the Post will 

reach its 100% target as in previous years.  Thank you in 

advance for your support of our veterans through your 

American Legion. 

Let us keep up the momentum in meeting our 100% goal 

however, this goal cannot be reached without your sup-

port and not delay in submitting your 2021 membership 

renewal. 

 
The annual renewal remains $45 payable to Matthew 

Blount Post 555, mailed to American Legion, 50 Rac-

quet Club Parkway, Pelham, AL 35124.  You can also 

renew online at www.legion.org. 

The February 11th Post meeting is scheduled as a face-

to-face meeting at the Heart of Dixie Harley Davidson 

HOG Club House located at 333 Cahaba Valley Parkway 

North. The meal will be served at 6:00 pm, with meeting 

beginning at 7:00 pm.  Masks are required and Social 

Distancing will be observed.   

Continue to stay safe. 

Hope to see you soon. 

For God and Country 

Ron Koonce 

Adjutant 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

           

http://www.legion.org
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SERVICE OFFICER NOTES 

Jerry McClain 

Service Officer 

Covid-19 Vaccine 

 
Birmingham VA HealthCare System (BVAHCS) Expands COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic 
 
BVAHCS has partnered with United Way to expand our COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic. Beginning 
Monday, January 25, vaccines will be offered for Veterans age 65 and older by appointment on-
ly – subject to vaccine availability. 
 
If you are a Veteran 65 years and older and want to receive the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine: 
▪ Call the Birmingham VA Call Center at 866-487- 4243 to schedule an appointment; or 

▪ Call your local Community-Based Outpatient Clinic (Department of Veterans Affairs CBOC) to 
schedule an appointment. 
 
If you are a Veteran younger than 65 years old and are interested in getting the Pfizer COVID-
19 vaccine: 
▪ Complete the COVID-19 Vaccine Interest Survey. 
▪ Call your local Clinic to complete a patient interest. 
 
If you need any assistance with enrollment in VA Healthcare please call John Pinion at 205-887-
5835 or email John at john.pinion@va.gov 
 
--  

☝ Ranger J.Mc 

va.alabama.gov 

mailto:john.pinion@va.gov
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Tom McMahon 

Post Chaplain 

CHAPLAIN’s uplift 

We are well into a new year and things are seemingly moving 

along as it has for almost a year now. My humble opinion is 

that when one (or a government) keeps trying to improve 

and change, but nothing happens, it is time to look back to 

where we were when things were actually working better. A 

time to re-evaluate a working structure and see where we 

made a bad turn, a bad move or a bad decision. Things were 

never ‘perfect,’ but my goodness, times have been much less 

stressful, less fearful, with less government oversight and 

clearly a much freer society. 

Any honest observation of America’s history points out that 

our present Anti-God society has created a deep godless void 

in harsh contrast to what America was and what she stood 

for, for nearly 400 years. Following is a quote from the great 

Daniel Webster in a speech on the 200th Anniversary of the 

landing at Plymouth. His testimony reminds us of the solid 

and effectual role Christianity had in America’s beginnings. 

And by the way, has endured quite well until recent years 

and until recent draconian cultural changes have ousted God 

from Public domain: 

Finally, let us not forget the religious character of 

our origin. Our fathers were brought hither by their 

high veneration for the Christian religion. They jour-

neyed by its light, and labored in its hope. They 

sought to incorporate its principles with the ele-

ments of their society, and to diffuse its influence 

through all their institutions, civil, political, or liter-

ary. (The Blessings of Liberty, Providence Forum, Ft. 

Lauderdale, FL, Dr. Peter Lillback and Dr. Jerry New-

combe) 

I can easily list considerable volumes and authors who have 

shared hundreds, if not thousands, of documents proving 

that the American Republic’s successful heritage can only be 

found in a nation devoted to and standing on a firm founda-

tion of a Sovereign God and His Christ, the solid Rock. 

Please give honest thought to where we came from and what 

may have gone wrong in the last fifty years or so of our great 

Union. This Chaplain’s feeling is that we can no longer reject 

or snub God and expect His favor. We might do well to hum-

ble ourselves before loudly proclaiming “God bless America.” 

The great statesman, inventor and the man, said to have 

‘invented America,’ Benjamin Franklin’s words of 230 years 

ago should sound to us like a trumpet: “God governs in the 

affairs of man.”  

I encourage our devoted veterans who have given so much 

for our country’s well being to stand firm on the solid Rock of 

our foundation; to maintain the faith of our fathers and the 

many gone before us to preserve “…One nation under God 

with liberty and justice for all.” 

 

Thomas McMahon, Chaplain 

 

 



 

Triple Nickel  
Riders 
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Saturday, January 23rd was a beautiful sun-

ny day. Yes, you know the Triple Nickel Rid-

ers took full advantage of the unseasonably 

warm day.   

We met at Dunkin Donuts to start our ride. 

Our journey took us through parts of Shelby 

and Jefferson County.  

Our ride ended at Goodfellas in Helena 

where we met up with the Regulator's Mo-

torcycle Club for their bike night. We had a 

great time with our fellow biker community 

building valuable relationships and sharing 

ideas.  

The Triple Nickel Riders will continue keep-

ing the rubber side down and chrome side 

up, as we ride to represent Post 555 and the 

American Legion.   

Doug McDaniel 

Auxiliary Unit 555 

 

I hope all is well with everyone one. Please feel 
free to contact me.  I can help you in any way. 
Carolinejculpepper@gmail.com;  205-419-4549.  
 
We are still in our membership drive.  I am grate-
ful to our new members and everyone who has 
renewed your membership.  
 
Once COVID comes under control, it will be 
good to get back to normal activities. 
 
God Bless You and God Bless the USA!  
 
Caroline Culpepper, President 

Sons of The American Legion 

Squadron 555 has a total of 21 paid 

members.  This is 55% of goal of our 

goal of 100%;The 2020 roster was 35.   

 
We encourage members of Post 555 that have 

son and grandsons, to register them  

as a member of Squadron 555 and help us meet 

our goal.   

 
Due to the circumstances of 2020, membership 

has dropped off.   We expect 2021 will provide 

more opportunities to have a more active squad-

ron. 

 
Membership applications are available on the 
home page at Post website www.alpost.com or se 
link to access form directly:  Sons Membership Appli-
cation 2019 copy (filesusr.com) 
 
Contact Squadron Adjutant at ron.koonce@alpost555.com 

for additional information. 

POST 555 WORK AREAS 

Looking forward to  a warmer weather ride! 

mailto:Carolinejculpepper@gmail.com
http://www.alpost.com
https://6ef5185a-6904-4655-a30f-b12fadb466a2.filesusr.com/ugd/720235_cc89c91ad9a342fbb8ad6bf75e94dfb4.pdf
https://6ef5185a-6904-4655-a30f-b12fadb466a2.filesusr.com/ugd/720235_cc89c91ad9a342fbb8ad6bf75e94dfb4.pdf
mailto:ron.koonce@alpost555.com
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Post Commander 
Barry Blount 

1st Vice Commander 
Jeff Monday 

 2nd Vice Commander 

Nancy Waller 
Adjutant  

Ron Koonce 
Asst Adjutant 
Shauna Hadley 

Judge Advocate 
Larry Strayer 

Financial Officer 
Chuck Kiser 

Chaplain 
Tom McMahon 

Sergeant-At- Arms 
Derek Winters 
Anita Bennett 

Post Service Officer 
Jerry McClain 

Historian 
  Shauna Hadley 

Public Relations Officer 
Vacant 

Post Trustees 
Bill Blank 

Frank Lakotich 
Robert Horsley  

Auxiliary President 
     Caroline Culpepper 
    Sons Commander 

Robert Horsley 
Legion Riders Director 

Doug McDaniel 
Flag Team Coordinator 

Ron McGriff 

Webmaster 
Ron Koonce 

Triple Nickel Editor 
Frank Chacon 
Photography 
Frank Chacon 
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Post Leadership 

The Triple Nickel  
is published monthly for members of Matthew 

Blount Post 555. 

50 Racquet Club Parkway 

Pelham, AL 35124 

205-678-1375 

commander@ALpost555.com 

Items for publication are accepted on Executive 

Committee approval and available space. 

Submit articles prior to the 10th of the month 

for publication the following month. We reserve 

the right to edit any submissions for the pur-

pose of publication.  

Letters to the Editor must include name, ad-

dress & telephone number.  Names will be 

withheld upon request. 
Send email to:    Editor@alpost555.com 

  
Photos by Frank Chacon /Ron Koonce Post 

555 

 
Copyright 2021                                                           
American Legion Post 555 
 

 

 

Welcome to Post 555  
New Family Member: 

 

John Tompkins, US  Navy 

 

February 2021 Meeting  
will be held at the Harley Davidson 
HOG club on Thursday 2/11 at 7PM, 

After 6PM Dinner. 
 Masks are required 

mailto:commander@ALpost555.com
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Post 555 Member Spotlight 
Barry K. Blount 
 

“I grew up helping others,” said 63-year-old Bar-

ry Blount, who knows about hard work, sacrifice 

and survival.  Blount’s parents 

married at ages 15 and 16 and 

were Depression-era survivors.  

His family farmed acres of land 

off which they lived.  They were 

always willing to share what 

they had with their community. 

 

Command Sgt. Maj. Barry K. Blount established 

American Legion Post 555 in memory of his son 

Matthew, who passed away in 2012.  The name 

Blount nearly defines military.  Having lost more 

than 30 cousins between two World Wars, Com-

mand Sgt. Maj. Barry K. Blount comes from a 

family with a long military history.  He is the 

proud father of three sons, David, Matthew, and 

Andrew, all of whom have followed in their dad’s 

footsteps. 

 

After suffering a major heart attack in 2005, Bar-

ry, with encouragement and support from Terrie, 

his spouse of 43 years, decided it was time to 

retire from 30 years of military life. 

 

After battling cancer for three years, his middle 

son, Matthew, passed away in 2012.  Barry de-

cided to honor his son’s legacy by establishing 

an American Legion in Pelham.  In memory of 

Matthew in 2014, Barry and other Veterans 

formed the American Legion Matthew Blount 

Post 555. 

In its infancy, Barry started as the Post Com-

mander. In 2017 he became Post District Com-

mander for District 23, which contains 13 Posts.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

The “Triple Nickel” has expanded from 30 mem-

bers at its inception six years ago to what has 

now exceeded 250 members.  Blount was re-

elected as Post Commander again in 2020. 

 

Barry was appointed board member of the Vet-

erans Employment and Educational Division 

(national level) of the Legion.  Barry travels to 

Posts in his district to assist in establishment of 

Posts, as well as resolving operational prob-

lems, addressing administrative issues, or for 

whatever occasion he may be called upon to as-

sist. 

 

“My success is because of the people that sur-

round me,” he said.  He has a loving wife, sons, 

Post members and staff, as well as a community 

that supports him. 

 

In 2017, the Post received a commendation 

from Gov. Kay Ivey for meeting the American 

Legion’s mission with more than 170 events 

through its first 36 months of operation, involving 

Veterans, youth, and the community. 

 

In addition to his extraordinary commitment and 

success with Post 555, Barry has volunteered 

his time and energy to other Veteran organiza-

tions and programs as an officer. 

 

While his primary focus is on the American Le-

gion Matthew Blount Post 555, he has served on 

committee for the Blue Star Salute Foundation 

and the Support Committee for the Alabama Na-

tional Cemetery (which also includes working 

with Keep the Spirit of 45 Alive, ALNC Memorial 

Day Service, and Wreaths Across America). 

(Shelby County RSVP) 


