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Alabama 's 102nd Department Convention is set for June 17 through 20, 2021 in Montgomery at The Embassy Suites 
Hotel. Room rates are $129.00 plus 15% tax per day. Self-parking rate is $14 per day and valet parking is $24 per day. For 
reservations call 334-269-5055 and ask for The American Legion group reservation rate. The deadline for reservations 
is 1 June 2021.   
 
As you prepare for the Convention, please review resolutions for all upcoming department officer positions. Each post 

commander or appointee will have the opportunity to vote for the candidate as desired by the 
post membership for registered delegates. Expect delegate and other convention information in 
the mail soon. 

   
Officers to be elected: 

Senior Vice Commander: Buddy Keen  
Junior Vice Commander:   
Vann Daughtry 
Charles Marsh 

 
 
Alt. Natl. Exec. Comm:  

Ron Bradstreet 
Harry Christian  
Donna Stace 

 
2nd Division Commander:  (Post 555 is in 2nd Division) 

Richard Kaster 
 

 251-554-6986, or email wallernj@gmail.com 
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 Commander’s corner 

 

  

Congratulations to the Matthew Blount Post 555 Triple Nickel Jr. Shooter Team for bringing home 

The American Legion  Alabama Department Commander'sCup for the second time in 2017 & 

2021. 

See photos HERE from the trophy presentation on April at the Pelham City Council Meeting. 

To help support the team with their expenses, purchase a smoked Butt Roast or Brisket for your 

Memorial Day. 

 

Barry Blount 

205-531-4131 

 

Barry Blount 

Post Commander 
For God and Country    

https://gmail.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=978ed26d5ab293b99647654fd&id=f8fc6a6164&e=b6b15bba2d
https://gmail.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=978ed26d5ab293b99647654fd&id=f0b4f03058&e=b6b15bba2d
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1st Vice’s Comments 

 

I hope everyone is doing well. No doubt, this year of Covid-19 distraction has tried to keep us 

apart. However, on a positive note I think it has, maybe just maybe, helped us communicate with 

each other in ways we had maybe forgotten about: The good old telephone call to you friends, or 

Legionnaire.  

Even during crazy times during the month, with tornadoes and elections, we collectively managed 

to communicate to the members of the post to help when help was needed, and I thank all of you 

for the helpful hand during these times. I would also like to congratulate Kenneth Paschale on mak-

ing it to the Republican run-off for State House seat 73. Best of luck to you on the 27
th
 Kenneth 

Paschale, and thank you for continued service to the community for God and Country! Hoo-ha! 

 Last but not least, thank you everyone for this year as your First Vice Commander. There are so 

many people behind the success of this post that I was really just the face for the year.  

Let us keep up on those calls to each other and make sure to keep the membership numbers 

strong. I am excited for 2021-2022; I have talked to many and their energy is still there to keep 

making Post 555 the best that it can be. Thank you to everyone, from the small talk to long leader-

ship guidance talks. Let’s motivate each other this year POST 555!! 

Thank you, 

Jeff Monday (Fuzzy) 

 

 

 
 

 

Jeff Monday 

1st Vice Commander 

 

 



 

 

 

 

       Nancy Waller 

    2nd Vice Commander 

                  

  

. 
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As of May 13, 2021, I will be taking over as 
the new Adjutant and stepping-down from the 
Second Vice Commander/Event’s Coordina-
tor.  I was approached by both Ron Koonce 
and Barry Blount to help relieve Ron of some 
of his Adjutant duties, and since I serve at the 
pleasure of the Commander, I accepted this 
challenge. 
 
I will stay involved with the tasks and events 
that we have at the Post and make sure that 
my replacement, Gerald Schrader, has a 
good start in his new position.  I would ask 
each of you to help him out if he reaches out 
to the Post 555 members for Volunteers to 
work our events if/when the COVID-19 re-
strictions are lifted.  As you may know, Gov-
ernor Ivey announced the end of the “mask 
mandate” during a press conference about 
the state’s handling of COVID-19 alongside 
State Health Officer Scott Harris on Wednes-
day.  She stated that this mandate will end on 
Friday, April 9, 2021.  She said people should 
still wear masks to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 and called the new phase “Safer 
Apart” which she said would include “slimmed
-down” restrictions. 
 
With this in mind, I hope that we get back to 
doing some more community events and start 
having our members return to our General 
Membership Meetings to become more active 
whenever possible and if willing to do so.  
The meeting numbers have been around 25 
or so during the pandemic whether we were 
meeting on “Zoom” or at the HOG Meeting 
Room for the past several months which 

leaves a lot of room for improvement.  I am 
sure that our new Commander, Jeff Monday, 
will be putting out his guidelines for what to 
expect in the near future, so keep your eyes 
and ears open. 
 
I will be doing a “right seat right” with Ron 
Koonce to learn everything I can from him, 
and he has already provided me with a lot of 
materials to help me with the transition.  I will 
be learning from the expert, and I have some 
HUGE shoes to fill, but I am looking forward 
to taking care of our members, required re-
ports, etc., etc., etc. to ensure that the Post 
stays at the high level that Ron has achieved 
for us. 
 
Please get and stay involved, and help Ger-
ald Schrader when he puts the word out 
about Post 555 events.  He will be looking for 
Volunteers to be on the Events Committee, 
so let either he or I know if you are interested.  
We will probably continue to meet monthly 
prior to the Executive Committee Meetings, 
so not too much to do, but all help will be wel-
comed!!! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Nancy J. Waller 
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Ron Koonce 
Adjutant 

This will be my last Adjutant report.  I am 
passing on the Adjutant torch after seven 
years to the new 2022 Adjutant, Nancy Wal-
ler.  I will still be involved in the Post working 
is several other capacities.  I will not be going 
far.   
 
I would like to thank everyone over the years 
for their hard work and support in making 
this Post so successful.   
The Post was chartered in 2014 with thirty 
charter members and has grown to our cur-
rent 272 members.   Post 555 is only as good 
as the people in it and their passion for help-
ing Veterans, our youth and community with 
many events over the years.  
Many are documented on the website 
www.alpost555.com under the Multi-media 
tab. 
 
Congratulations to the new leadership that 
will be installed at the May meeting.  I en-
courage everyone to plan to attend this 
meeting in support of the new officers. There 
are still some key leadership positions availa-
ble providing a great opportunity to get in-
volved in leading the Post to even greater 
success. If you are interested in assuming a 
leadership position, contact Commander 
elect, Jeff Monday, at jhmonday@gmail.com. 
 

Our renewals for 2021 have slowed to a cur-
rent total of 207. We still have a few weeks to 
meet our goal 258.  If you have not renewed, 
now is the time.   The 2022 membership 
campaign begins July 1, 2021.  Do not get be-
hind on your membership.  Everyone one is 
important to the Post even if you cannot par-
ticipate directly.   
 
Join me in welcoming our new two new 
members in April, Jim Hendley, US Navy and 
Aubrey Johnson, US Army. 
 
I will be sending out information on the new 
American Legion www.MyLegion.org applica-
tion that allows each member to manage 
their own member profile, print membership 
card and much more with only one single 
sign-on ID and password.  I encourage every-
one to sign up.    If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at 
ron.koonce@alpost555.com. 
 
 
For God and Country 
Ron Koonce 
Adjutant 

http://www.alpost555.com
mailto:ron.koonce@alpost555.com
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SERVICE OFFICER NOTES 

Jerry McClain 

Service Officer 

  
Why every veteran should have an Ebene-
fits account? 
Because It puts the VA SYSTEM at your fin-
gertips! 
 
Things you can view in Ebenefits:  
• Representative service officer 
• Disabilities 
• Dependents 
• Work in Process 
• Historical Claims 
• Additional Benefits 
• Payment History 
 
Popular Items:Your VA Letters 
Download VA letters, including Civil Service 
Preferences, Commissary and Exchange Privi-
leges, Service Benefit Verification and Proof of 
Service Card. 
• Letter Generator 
 
Your VA / DoD Personal Information 
VA uses your personal information to con-
tact you or send payment for your benefits. 
• Update your Direct Deposit and contact infor-
mation (Compensation & Pension or Educa-
tion) 
• Update your DEERS personal information 
 
Your VA Online Health Records 
• Manage or share your VA health records 
 
Your VA/DoD eBenefits Employment Center  

 
Profile 
• View or edit your employment profile 
 
Apply for Benefits 
Get started by submitting an application for 
benefits. 
Manage Your Benefits 
Check the status of your benefits, and view or 
update your personal information. 
 
Manage Your Health 
View your health records, manage your ap-
pointments and prescriptions, and more. 
 
EBENEFITS: Get setup today 
 
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/
homepage 
 
 

va.alabama.gov 

Now that we are overcoming the pan-

demic, it’s time to get back to taking 

care of our earned benefits. 



 

Triple Nickel Legion Riders  
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Auxiliary Unit 555 

Hello to All, 
 
 
       I want to say thank you for staying  
the course, with all that has happened with  
Covid.  We are trying to get back to some sort of normal-
cy.  We the ladies will be getting together soon to get busi-
ness done and just have fellowship. 
  
        We have one Girl from Pelham High School by the 
name of Carrington Mills, who is extremely excited to be 
able to go to Girls State.  She has also agreed to come 
and talk to us once it is over and let us know what it meant 
for her and what she learned. 
  
          Please let me know if there is anything I can do to 
help you.  I miss you all and am excited to get together 
again. 
  
Caroline 

Sons of The American Legion 

Membership 

 

2021 paid members – 25 (71% of goal)  

          Current 2020 roster is 35.  The squadron’s 2021 goal is 100%.  (35 paid members.)  

Two new member prospects in May. 

 

We encourage members of Post 555 that that have son and grandsons, to register them a member of Squadron 555 

and help us meet our goal.  Also encourage eligible Legion members to join. 

 

Membership applications are available on the home page at Post website www.alpost.com or directly to  Sons Mem-

bership Application 2019 copy (filesusr.com) 

 
Dues: $20 Payable to Matthew Blount Post 555 

Mail to : 

Sons of American legion 

Matthew Blount Squadron 555 

50 Racquet Club Parkway 

Pelham, AL 35124 

 
The Squadron is gearing up for a more productive year in 2021-2022 now that COVID seems to be fading somewhat 

allowing more  

group activities.  The Pelham Senior Center is opening May 10, 2021, Post is involved in planning to participate in 
the Pelham Christmas parade.   

Continue on page 9 

POST 555 WORK AREAS 

 

http://www.alpost.com
https://6ef5185a-6904-4655-a30f-b12fadb466a2.filesusr.com/ugd/720235_cc89c91ad9a342fbb8ad6bf75e94dfb4.pdf
https://6ef5185a-6904-4655-a30f-b12fadb466a2.filesusr.com/ugd/720235_cc89c91ad9a342fbb8ad6bf75e94dfb4.pdf
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2021-2022 Squadron Officers 

First step in preparing for the coming year is introducing the 2021-2022 Squadron Officers: 
 

Bill Blank -Commander 

Cody Monday – 1 Vice Commander  

Ron Koonce- Adjutant/SFO 

Jeff Monday- Chaplain 

Ron McGriff- Sgt-at-arms 

 

There are committee positions available.  Interested parties contact Adjutant, Ron Koonce at 

ron.koonce@alpost555.com. 

 
 

Pre-Registration form is available -   
 

Fee $15 payable to Matthew Blount Post 555 
 
Notify the Adjutant, Ron Koonce with your intention to attend. 
 
Deadline for pre-registration is May 29, 2021. 
 
Registration at the door on the day of the meeting is available.  
 
Paid 2021 Membership Card will be required to enter the Sons meeting hall. 
 

Meetings 
 
Until more is known of available meeting space, the squadron is invited to attend the Legion Post 555 monthly meet-
ings. Next meeting is May 11, 2021.   Meal served at 6:00 pm.  Meeting at 7:00pm.  The program will be the installa-
tion of the Legion 2021-2022 officers.   
 
Location: Heart of Dixie Harley Davidson Clubhouse, 333 Cahaba Valley Parkway North, Pelham. 
 
 
Alabama Detachment Executive Committee Spring Meeting Update 

The Squadron Adjutant, Ron Koonce attended the April 10, 2021 the Sons Alabama Detachment Executive Commit-

tee meeting at the Alabama Department HQ.   

 
Sons State Convention 

 
The Legion State Convention will be held June 17-20 – Montgomery Embassy Suites. 
The Sons will meet on Saturday June 19, 2021. The squadron would like to have as many members to attend as pos-
sible. Rooms $129/night AL Block of rooms - Phone- 334-269-5055.  Deadline for block discount is June 1, 2021 

Sons of The American Legion 

 Continued 

mailto:ron.koonce@alpost
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Post Commander 
Barry Blount 

1st Vice Commander 
Jeff Monday 

 2nd Vice Commander 

Nancy Waller 
Adjutant  

Ron Koonce 
Asst Adjutant 
Shauna Hadley 

Judge Advocate 
Larry Strayer 

Financial Officer 
Chuck Kiser 

Chaplain 
Tom McMahon 

Sergeant-At- Arms 
Derek Winters 
Anita Bennett 

Post Service Officer 
Jerry McClain 

Historian 
  Shauna Hadley 

Public Relations Officer 
Vacant 

Post Trustees 
Bill Blank 

Frank Lakotich 
Robert Horsley  

Auxiliary President 
     Caroline Culpepper 
    Sons Commander 

Robert Horsley 
Legion Riders Director 

Doug McDaniel 
Flag Team Coordinator 

Ron McGriff 

Webmaster 
Ron Koonce 

Triple Nickel Editor 
Frank Chacon 
Photography 
Frank Chacon 
Ron Koonce 

 

Post Leadership 

1 June 2020– 30 May 2021 

The Triple Nickel  
is published monthly for members of Matthew 

Blount Post 555. 

50 Racquet Club Parkway 

Pelham, AL 35124 

205-678-1375 

commander@ALpost555.com 

Items for publication are accepted on Executive 

Committee approval and available space. 

Submit articles prior to the 10th of the month 

for publication the following month. We reserve 

the right to edit any submissions for the pur-

pose of publication.  

Letters to the Editor must include name, ad-

dress & telephone number.  Names will be 

withheld upon request. 
Send email to:    Editor@alpost555.com 

  
Photos by Frank Chacon /Ron Koonce Post 

555 

 
Copyright 2020                                                            
American Legion Post 555 
 

 

 
Welcome to Post 555  

New Family Members 
 

Jim Hendley, US Navy  
 Aubrey Johnson, US Army. 

May 2021 meeting will be held, in per-

son, on Thursday May 13 at the Harley 

Davidson HOG hall.  

Dinner at 6PM, meeting at 7PM; masks 

are encouraged 
 

Harley Davison HOG hall behind the store off 

Cahaba Valley Rd, AL 119 

 
Remember 

Your American Legion 

membership runs from 

 1 January to 31 December 

If you only have a 2020 membership card,  

please renew with $45 NOW!  

mailto:commander@ALpost555.com
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Tom McMahon 

Post Chaplain 

CHAPLAIN’s uplift 

 
Tom was unable to send us his monthly “Uplift”. This devotional from Max Lucado may inspire you now. 
 
Frank 

Enough to Save You 

 

 

Some people feel so saved that they never serve. 

Some serve at the hope of being saved. 

Does one of those sentences describe you? Do you feel so saved that you never 

serve? So content in what God has done that you do nothing? The fact is, we’re here 

to glorify God in our service. 

 

Or is your tendency the opposite? Perhaps you always serve for fear of not being 

saved. You’re worried there’s some secret card that exists with your score written on 

it and your score is not enough. 

 

Is that you? Then you need to know this: the blood of Jesus is enough to save you. 

John 1:29 announces that Jesus is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world.” The blood of Christ doesn’t cover your sins, conceal your sins, postpone your 

sins, or diminish your sins. It takes away your sins, once and for all. And since you 

are saved, you can serve with joy. 

 

For more inspirational messages please visit Max Lucado.com 
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Our Winning Shooters 
Front Row (left to right):  Gauge Wallace, Emily Buck, Clara Bailey, Carley 
Sesbrooke, Bryce Newman, Joshua Grimm 
  
Back Row (l to r):  Caleb Edwards, Garrett Boggan, Rory Randazzo, Sloan 
Bridges 
  
The actual team members who won were Joshua Grimm, Garrett Boggan, Clara 
Bailey, Carley Seabrooke with Joshu being 2nd place individual.  
 
SamR 

 

 
  
 
 

 


