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Community Event      Pelham Palooza 

                   

 

 

 Troop 

404 

Members of Post 555, Auxiliary Unit 555, Sons of American Legion Squadron 555, Tri-

ple Nickel Riders and Post 555 sponsored Boy Scout Troop 404 participated in the Pel-

ham Palozza Community event on May 15, 2021 held at the Pelham Park. See more 

photos at Pelham Palooza Community Event 5/15/2021 - Chic Cecchini (smugmug.com) 

 

https://alpost555.smugmug.com/Pelham-Palooza-Community-Event-5152021/
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 Commander’s corner 

Jeff Monday 

Post Commander 

As many know I have made the trip with 

the my RFTW family three times, each 

trip or journey if you will, has proven to 

be an eye opener and education trip, 

the real story.  Talking to those who lost, fought and seen 

the unthinkable, most want to be everyday Veterans 

when most where not considered anything but killers by 

this great Nation. Had to image sending young men off 

and then turn you back on them. Yes, this was Vietnam, 

these men and women opened my eyes. As a result of 

being involved I came across one of my Brothers and 

almost more than blood, my friend Eric Fort. Eric, I, and 

others have many miles on the motorcycles and everyday 

conversation and some of the “deeps conversations with 

sprinklers on” as we call it. However, one thing Eric Fort 

is a Gold Star Son, I want you to take the time legion-

naires and read his passion below, and look at the pic-

tures attached. Yes, post 555 we are always working.   

As a result of our most current conflicts, sadly the nation 

has become 

more famil-

iar with the 

term “Gold 

Star.”  The 

Gold Star 

recognition 

is believed 

to have orig-

inally ap-

peared on 

flags in 

1918 during 

World War I.  

Families would hang a flag with a blue service star in 

their windows to designate that a loved one was off 

fighting in the war.  A gold star would get pinned over the 

blue service star to indicate that their loved one had been 

killed overseas while serving in the U.S. military. As a 

result of this action the term "Gold Star Family" became a 

part of our nation's vocabulary.  

On 23 June 1936, Senate Joint Resolution 115 officially 

declared the last Sunday in September as Gold Star 

Mother's Day.   In 1947, Congress approved the design, 

manufacture and distribution of the official Gold Star lapel 

button. The Gold Star lapel button consists of a gold star 

on a purple background, bordered in gold and surround-

ed by gold laurel 

leaves. It is designated 

for eligible survivors of 

service members who 

have lost their lives in 

combat operations.  In 

1973, Congress ap-

proved The Next of Kin 

Lapel Button, a gold 

star on a gold back-

ground surrounded by 

laurel leaves, for the 

next of kin of active-

duty service members 

who lost their lives in noncombat operations.  In 2010, the 

first Gold Star Wives Day was observed.  Two years later 

the Senate passed a resolution that cod-

ified Gold Star Wives Day to be ob-

served on 05 April of each year.  To be 

more inclusive the name has since been 

changed to Gold Star Spouses Day. 

So, you like many Gold Star Children, 

may be wondering what day is set aside for them.  Unfor-
tunately at present there is not one as they fall under the 
"and family" designation.  However Helena native and 

Post member Eric Fort has set out to change that.  Eric is 
a Gold Star son to Lt. Eric Parker Brice, a Naval aviator 
killed on 04 June 1968 while serving aboard the USS 
America.  After many years of sharing the same painful 
feelings with other Gold Star Children, specifically ones 
from the Vietnam Era, he decided it was time to take a 
chance and reached out to Sen. Jabo Waggoner.  After 
Eric shared his story and why he feels this is so im-
portant, Sen. Waggoner quickly put together a draft.  On 
15 April, AL SJR96 was introduced to the Alabama Sen-
ate floor. In just one week it passed both State Houses, 
shortly thereafter becoming  Act 2021-31, making Ala-
bama the first and only State in the country to set aside a 
specific date every year to officially recognize Gold Star 
Children. Eric will continue his efforts with the assistance 
of Sen. Waggoner to work towards getting national legis-
lation passed.  

 
On the next page Below is the verbiage of Act 2021-316 
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 Commander’s corner 

Jeff Monday 

Post Commander 
     Article continues... 

RECOGNIZING AUGUST 1, 2021, AS NATIONAL 

GOLD STAR CHILDREN'S DAY. 

WHEREAS, the history of Gold Star Families began in 

the United States shortly after World War I to provide 

support for mothers who lost sons or daughters in the 

war; and 

WHEREAS, the reference to Gold Star comes from the 

custom of families of servicemen or servicewomen 

hanging a service flag in the window of their homes dis-

playing a gold star for those who have perished while 

serving in the line of duty in the Armed Forces; and 

WHEREAS, the United States began observing Gold 

Star Mothers Day on the last Sunday in September in 

1936; April 5th is recognized as Gold Star Spouses 

Day; the families of fallen soldiers have made a tremen-

dous sacrifice on behalf of our country and should never 

be forgotten; and, 

 WHEREAS, the military children play an important role 

throughout the United States Armed Forces Community; 

no one has given more to this country than the families 

of the fallen and it is most often their children who carry 

on the legacy and tell the stories of the ultimate sacrifice 

their father or mother made for the freedoms of our na-

tion; and 

WHEREAS, there is no date dedicated to the children of 

America's fallen soldiers and all members of the Gold 

Star families deserve to be recognized by our local, 

state, and national leaders for their sacrifices for their 

dedicated and patriotic support of the United States; 

and,  

 

WHEREAS, supporting Gold Star families who have lost 

loved ones to combat demonstrates the commitment of 

the American people to those families now and in the 

future; we encourage all Alabamians to perform acts of 

service and good will in their communities and celebrate 

families in which their loved ones have made the ulti-

mate sacrifice so that we could continue to enjoy life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALA-

BAMA, BOTH HOUSES THEREOF CONCURRING, 

that we hereby recognize August 1, 2021, as National 

Gold Star Children's Day, honoring the sacrifices and 

pain of the children of America's soldiers that have been 

lost in combat, and pay highest tribute to these Ameri-

can heroes whose dedication and service to the United 

States promoted and protected the freedoms of our 

country. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we urge Congress 
and the President to nationally recognize National Gold 
Star Children's Day.  
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1st Vice’s Comments 

 
Post 555 The officer class for 2021/2022 was installed at the May 13, 2021 Post monthly meeting.  The Ceremony was conducted 

by Tony Berenotto, State Judge Advocate.  

R-L: Jeff Monday, Commander; Bill Blank, 1st Vice Commander; Ron Koonce, Asst. Adjutant; Tom Long, Judge Advocate; Barry 

Blount, Post Financial Officer; Derek Winters, Sgt.-At- Arms; Joe Dunn, Chaplain; Doug McDaniel, Riders Director; Chris Combs, 

Trustee; Frank Lakotich, Trustee 

More photos at   5-13-2021 Meeting - Chic Cecchini (smugmug.com) 

Bill Blank 

1st Vice Commander 
 

As you probably saw in Nancy’s article, Pelham Palooza in the Park was a very successful 

event. I thank all of you who help us in that fun activity.  

Also, Fire in the Water is being scheduled again for this year. We don’t have any details on the 

dates and such, but we need members to start planning to help us then.  Remember, this is 

another great opportunity for our Post to receive exposure as contributors to our community’s 

2021-2022 Post Officer Installation 

https://alpost555.smugmug.com/5-13-2021-Meeting/


 

    Second Vice Commander/Events Coordinator’s  
  Interim Reporter 
Nancy Waller Interim 

 Even though I am working with 
Ron Koonce to transition into the Adjutant posi-
tion, I am going to continue to keep information 
flowing from the Second Vice Commander/
Events Coordinator’s areas since Jerry Schrad-
er has had some serious medical issues that 
have made him step-down from the Second 
Vice Commander’s position. 
 
First Vice Commander Bill Blank did a great job 
with “Pelham Palooza in the Park”, so I want to 
thank him for stepping-up to facilitate this event 
after Jerry Schrader had to step-down.  I saw 
some great photos from Ron Koonce and it 
looks like everyone had a good time. 
 
The Memorial Day preparations at the Alabama 
National Cemetery were supported by many 
Volunteers, with several from Post 555.  The 
Avenue of Flags was scheduled for Thurs., 
May 27, 2021 and flag placement on Sat., May 
29, 2021.  Since this article will be distributed to 
our members after Memorial Day, I can only 
say that I am positive that the cemetery will be 
as beautiful as ever with the Avenue of Flags 
and each gravestone having a flag in front of it.  
Thank you to all Post 555 members who volun-
teered!!! 
 
First Vice Commander Bill Blank told me about 
“Fire on the Water” being scheduled for 2021 
so I am waiting to hear some details.  Nothing 
on the Internet as of the writing of this article.  
This is always a great event for visibility for 
Post 555 so keep an eye on newsletter updates 
as well as e-mails for details. 
 
With “things” opening-up again, our events are 
going to start coming back, so Commander 
Monday asked to get the Events Committee 
back in place so we can go through the annual 
events that we have had in the past and priori-
tize what we need to do for community support.  
I will be asking the previous Events Committee 

members in hopes they will help again in 2021, 
but if anyone is interested in helping determine 
the events that Post 555 will do this year, 
please let me know and you will GLADLY be 
added to this committee.  We meet monthly, 
usually the Thursday prior to the Executive 
Committee Meeting so that if an event is 
brought to the Events Committee for vetting 
and approval by the committee, it then needs to 
be presented to the Executive Committee the 
next Thursday for their approval.  Contact me 
via cell @ 251-554-6986 or e-mail to wal-
lernj@gmail.com. 
 
We need someone to fill the vacancy of the 
Second Vice Commander position.  We would 
like a “people person” and someone who really 
enjoys what we do with and for our community 
with our slate of events.  It is always a team ef-
fort, so do not feel intimidated by this leader-
ship position.  I do feel that computer skills are 
required (definitely communication via e-mail 
with forms, notices, and meeting minutes).  A 
good way to see what is the major function of 
this position would be to volunteer for the 
Events Committee and start from the ground 
up.  Thanks!!! 
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ADJUTANT’S AREA 

I would like to thank everyone in advance for 
your support as I embark on a new position as 
Post Adjutant.  
 
As we move forward in time with the Pelham 
Senior Center now open, the Post can begin to 
get back to normal operations.  June 3, 2021 will 
mark the first time we have met at the Senior 
Center since February 2020.  It will be good to 
get back home. 
 
Congratulations to the new 2022 leadership that 
was installed at the May meeting.  However, we 
are still looking for a few individuals to fill leader-
ship positions.  Vacant positions are Second 
Vice Commander, Public Relations Officer, and 
Flag Team Coordinator.  This provides a great 
opportunity to get involved in leading the Post to 
even greater success.  If you are interested in 
assuming a leadership position, contact Com-
mander Jeff Monday at jhmonday@gmail.com. 
 

Our renewals for 2021 have slowed to a cur-
rent total of 210.  We still have a few weeks to 
meet our goal 258.  If you have not renewed, 
now is the time.  The 2022 membership cam-
paign begins July 1, 2021.  Do not get behind on 
your membership since that would affect the loss 
of your benefits.  Everyone is important to the 
Post even if you cannot participate directly.   

 
The Annual Alabama Department of The 

American Legion will be having its annual state 
convention on June 17-20, 2021 at the Embassy 
Suites in Montgomery.  We encourage all mem-
bers to attend at least on Saturday June 19

th
.  

Most of the activities will take place on this day.  
Walk-in registration will be $15.  If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
ron.koonce@alpost555.com. 

 
For God and Country, 
 Nancy Waller 
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Nancy Waller 
Adjutant 

mailto:ron.koonce@alpost555.com
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SERVICE OFFICER NOTES 

Jerry McClain 

Service Officer 

VA Won't Fight Court Ruling Awarding Payments to 'Blue Water Navy'    

    Vietnam Vets 

              14 May 2021 

 Military.com | By Jim Absher 

 

The Department of Veterans Affairs will reexamine compensation claims from veterans exposed 

to Agent Orange while serving in the waters off Vietnam during the Vietnam War. 

All claims that were previously denied will be automatically reviewed to determine whether af-

fected veterans are now eligible to receive compensation benefits as a result of their exposure 

to the herbicide. 

 

In November 2020, a district court ordered the VA to review any previously denied compensa-

tion claims related to Agent Orange exposure for so-called "Blue Water veterans," who served 

aboard ships in the territorial waters of Vietnam. 

Originally, these veterans were denied benefits, while those who served on inland and coastal 

waters, along with those serving on land in Vietnam and some other nations, were eligible for 

benefits. 

 

Stay on Top of Your Veteran Benefits 

Military benefits are always changing. Keep up with everything from pay to health care by sub-

scribing to Military.com, and get access to up-to-date pay charts and more with all latest bene-

fits delivered straight to your inbox. 

va.alabama.gov 
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Joe Dunn 

Post Chaplain 

CHAPLAIN’s uplift 

There is a song written by the Christian song-
writer, Steve Green, entitled, "Find Us Faith-
ful.” The chorus says, “Oh, May All Who Come 
Behind Us Find Us Faithful.” 
 
As I move into this new position as “Chaplain,” 
I am well aware that I am following in the foot-
steps of one who has indeed been found faith-
ful—that is, the outgoing Chaplain Tom 
McMahon. I have seen his heart for veterans, 
and have found him to be a man of prayer for 
the needs of our vets. He leaves Post 555 not 
a perfect man, but indeed a faithful one!  
 
That is what we all want deep down, is it not? 
We want to be faithful, both in the area of our 
commitments and responsibilities, and we 
want to be faithful to those whose lives we 
touch.  
 

By God’s grace I pray that I might be found 
faithful, first and foremost, to my Creator, my 
Savior, and my Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
make no apologies for saying that; however, I 
too am just a man, and so my constant prayer 
will be to be to Him for His strength and His 
grace, that I might be able to be faithful to the 
Vets of Post 555. 
 
There is a promise in Scripture for those who 
trust in Him, that “His grace is sufficient for me, 
for His power is made perfect in weakness; for 
when I am weak, then I am strong.”  
 
May I say that I am truly thankful to be appoint-
ed as the new Chaplain of Post 555.  
 
For God and Country, 
 
Joe Dunn 
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The American Legion 2021 Baseball season 

is here.  Games are scheduled to begin on 

June 1, 2021. 

 Post 555 baseball will have teams in three 

age divisions in 2021.    

Post 555 expects to continue its success as 

in the past years which each one of its mem-

bers have an opportunity to support and par-

ticipate in some manner. There will 

be times that Post 555 members 

will be called upon to assist in sup-

port of home game operations.  

Those interested in helping with 

home games or helping with coordinating the 

schedule for game day volunteers, contact 

Ron Koonce at ron.koonce@alpost555.com.  

Game information and schedules will be dis-

tributed to all member as soon as they be-

come available. 

Divisions: 

 •Junior Varsity Division is a Junior program 

player are currently 9th grade and younger. 

 •Varsity Division is a Senior Division 2 (II) 

program players must have at least one year 

of high school    eligibility remaining 

 •19U Division is a Senior Division 1 (I) pro-

gram players must be born on or after Janu-

ary 1, 2002 

The state tournaments are mid to late July 
with the 19U Regional tournament held in 
Pelham, hosted  by Post 555 in August 2021. 

 

Membership 2021 paid members is at 25 (71% of 

goal) Current 2021 roster is at 35. 

We have three additional new member prospects to 

join in July. We encourage members of Post 555 that 

have sons and grandsons to register them as a 

member of Squadron 555.  Also encourage eligible 

Legion members to join as dual members.  Member-

ship applications are available on the home page at 

Post website www.alpost555.com.   

Dues: $20 Payable to Matthew Blount Post 555 Mail 

to: 

 Sons of American Legion 

 Matthew Blount Squadron 555  

 50 Racquet Club Parkway 

 Pelham, AL 35124  

The Squadron is gearing up for a more productive 

year in 2021-2022 now that COVID seems to be fad-

ing and with the Pelham Senior Center now open 

that will allow more group activities. Members of 

Squadron 555 participated in the Pelham Palooza 

Community event on May 15th. 

Other coming events to be involved in: 

Post 555 baseball game support – June-July 

Be Well Shelby Event – June 2021 

Pelham Christmas parade- December 2021 

   

For God & Country 

Ron Koonce 

SAL Adjutant 

POST 555 WORK AREAS 

American Legion Baseball 

 

Sons of The American Legion 
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Post Commander 
Jeff Monday 

1st Vice Commander 
Bill Blank 

 2nd Vice Commander 

TBD 
Adjutant  

Nancy Waller 
Asst Adjutant 
Ron Koonce 

Judge Advocate 
Tom Long 

Financial Officer 
Barry Blount 

Chaplain 
Joe Dunn 

Sergeant-At- Arms 
Derek Winters 
Anita Bennett 

Post Service Officer 
Jerry McClain 

Historian 
  Shauna Hadley 

Public Relations Officer 
Vacant 

Post Trustees 
Frank Lakotich 
Robert Horsley  
Chris Combs 

Auxiliary President 
     Caroline Culpepper 
     Sons of the Am. Legion 

Bill Blank, Comm. 
Ron Koonce, Advisor 

Legion Riders Director 
Doug McDaniel 

Flag Team Coordinator 
TBD 

Boy Scouts Coordinator 
David Coram 

Jr. Shooting Director 
Darrell Lawley 

Baseball Director 
Jon Freeman 

 School Awards Program 
Frank Lakotich, Chr. 
Awards Program 
Barry Blount, Chr. 

Webmaster 
Ron Koonce 

Triple Nickel Editor 
Frank Chacon 
Photography 
Chic Cecchini  

 

Post Leadership 2021/2022 

The Triple Nickel  
is published monthly for members of Matthew 

Blount Post 555. 

50 Racquet Club Parkway 

Pelham, AL 35124 

205-678-1375 

commander@ALpost555.com 

Items for publication are accepted on Executive 

Committee approval and available space. 

Submit articles prior to the 10th of the month 

for publication the following month. We reserve 

the right to edit any submissions for the pur-

pose of publication.  

Letters to the Editor must include name, ad-

dress & telephone number.  Names will be 

withheld upon request. 
Send email to:    Editor@alpost555.com 

  
Photos by Chic Ceechini, Post 555 

 
Copyright 2020                                                            
American Legion Post 555 
 

 
Meets first Thursday of the month. 

 

The June 2021 Meeting  
will be held on 6/03/21 at the Pelham 

Senior Center at 7PM, dinner and 
fellowship at 6PM 
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